
696

38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–00 Edition)§ 17.722

payments under this section at such
times as are deemed necessary. Such
inspections shall be concerned with the
physical plant; records relating to ad-
missions, discharges and occupancy;
fiscal records; and all other areas of in-
terest necessary to a determination of
compliance with applicable laws and
regulations relating to the payment of
Federal aid. The authority to inspect
carries with it no authority over the
management or control of any entity
eligible for per diem payments under
this section.

§ 17.722 Prerequisite for payment of
aid.

No aid may be paid to eligible enti-
ties unless they meet the requirement
and standards described in §§ 17.724
through 17.726 of this part.

§ 17.723 Audit of recipients of aid.

(a) State and local government entities.
State, local and Indian tribal govern-
ments that receive $25,000 or more in
assistance under this part shall have
an audit made in accordance with the
requirements of 38 CFR part 41.

(b) Nonprofit entities. Nonprofit enti-
ties receiving assistance under this
part shall be subject to the audit re-
quirements contained in OMB Circular
A–133.

§ 17.724 General operation.

(a) State and local requirements. Each
recipient of assistance under this part
must provide housing or services that
are in compliance with all applicable
State and local housing codes, licens-
ing requirements, fire and safety re-
quirements, and any other require-
ments in the jurisdiction in which the
project is located regarding the condi-
tion of the structure and the operation
of the housing or services.

(b) Habitability standards. Except for
such variations as are proposed by the
recipient that would not affect compli-
ance with paragraph (a) of this section
and are approved by VA, supportive
housing must meet the following re-
quirements:

(1) Structure and materials. The struc-
tures must be structurally sound so as
not to pose any threat to the health
and safety of the occupants and so as

to protect the residents from the ele-
ments.

(2) Access. Entry and exit locations to
the structure must be capable of being
utilized without unauthorized use of
other private properties, and must pro-
vide alternate means of egress in case
of fire. Buildings constructed or altered
with Federal assistance must also be
accessible to the disabled, as required
by § 502 of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, referred to as the Architec-
tural Barriers Act. Waiver of the stand-
ards of the Architectural Barriers Act
requires approval of the Administrator
of the General Services Administra-
tion.

(i) The Architectural Barriers Act re-
quires that Federal and Federally-as-
sisted buildings, the intended use for
which either will require that such
building be accessible to the public, or
may result in the employment or resi-
dence therein of physically handi-
capped persons, be accessible to the
disabled. This requirement applies to
buildings to be constructed or altered
by or on behalf of the United States,
and to buildings to be leased in whole
or in part by the United States (42
U.S.C. 4151).

(ii) Accessibility guidelines for build-
ings and facilities are set forth in 36
CFR part 1191.

(3) Space and security. Each resident
must be afforded appropriate space and
security for themselves and their be-
longings. Each resident must be pro-
vided an acceptable place to sleep that
is in compliance with local codes and
regulations.

(4) Interior air quality. Every room or
space must be provided with natural or
mechanical ventilation. Structures
must be free of pollutants in the air at
levels that threaten the health of resi-
dents.

(5) Water supply. The water supply
must be free from contamination.

(6) Sanitary facilities. Residents must
have access to sufficient sanitary fa-
cilities that are in proper operating
condition, may be used in privacy, and
are adequate for personal cleanliness
and the disposal of human waste.

(7) Thermal environment. The housing
must have adequate heating and/or
cooling facilities in proper operating
condition.
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